
 

Abbott Fund Scholars 

Application Information for Master of Social Work Class of 2021 
 

Scholarship Description 
 

University of the Pacific has partnered with the Abbott Fund, the foundation arm of 

healthcare giant Abbott, to combat the diabetes crisis in Stockton by establishing the 

Abbott Fund Scholars to support aspiring health care workers in the City of Stockton.   
 

 

Master of Social Work (MSW) candidates who meet the following criteria are eligible to 

receive a scholarship for up to 50% of tuition coverage for the 16-month program and 

up to 25% of tuition coverage for the 12-month Advanced Standing program. 

 

Application Deadline 
 

Applications are reviewed and scholarships are awarded on a rolling basis. Students 

may apply for the scholarship once admitted to the MSW program by the Graduate 

School. 

 

Application Materials 
 

Short Answer Questions: 
 

1. Were you born in Stockton? 

2. How many years have you lived and/or worked in Stockton? 

3. Do you have volunteer/community service experiences in the Stockton community? 

If so, please describe (include the number of years). 

4. Do you have paid work experience in human services in Stockton? If so, please 

describe (include the number of years). 

5. Do you have paid work experience in non-human services jobs in Stockton? If so, 

please describe (include the number of years). 

6. Do you have other ties to Stockton not already described in your answers to the 

above questions? If so, please describe. 

 

https://www.abbott.com/responsibility/abbott-fund.html


Essay (Limit to 3 pages, 1” margins, double spaced, 12-point font): 
 

1. Describe the reasons for your interest in becoming a healthcare social worker 

specialized in diabetes. 

2. Describe how you intend to serve/work in Stockton for two years and provide care 

to underserved populations upon obtaining your MSW in healthcare with a sub-

specialization in diabetes. 

3. From a financial perspective, describe what impact this scholarship would have on 

your education and future employment plans. 

4. Describe three different roles that social workers have in diabetes care and 

management. Which one of these roles would be of interest to you upon graduation 

and why? 

5. Briefly discuss an area of interest related to the diabetes epidemic.  

6. Find and cite a research article that pertains to social work and diabetes. (Provide 

the citation only. You do not need to describe or comment on the article’s content.) 

 

Scholarship Evaluation Criteria 
 

The university will award scholarships based on a 100-point ranking system weighted in 

three categories: 
 

• Academic Performance (40 points): Performance is based on your official transcripts.  

• Applicant Essay (40 points):  The essay weighs heavily toward your ranking and is 

based on the quality and relevance of your answers to the prompts and purpose of 

the Abbott Fund Scholars training program. 

• Letters of Recommendations (20 points): The evaluations assess your education and 

work achievements, interpersonal skills, overall potential, and how those 

distinguishing qualities translate into a successful career as a health professional. 

(You submitted these letters as a part of your application to the MSW program. You 

do not need to provide new recommendation letters.) 

 

Additional Information 
 

Scholarship recipients can be asked to provide verification that they are residing or 

working in the City of Stockton.  
 

Future funding for the Abbott Scholars is contingent upon Abbott Fund’s continued 

support of Pacific.  


